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for the tired, the poor,
the huddled masses

yearning to breathe free



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword
Invocation:
Scotland Amends Its Traditional Prayer

I. TRUMP PARDONS ELVIS

Straw Man

Sarah Huckabee Sanders Is Asked to Leave the Planet
The Sick Sense

Rules for Playing Trump Roulette Alone
William Carlos Williams Trumps Himself

II. TRUMP PARDONS HARVEY WEINSTEIN
Trump Brags About His Hands to O. ].
The NRA Reminds You to Defend

the Second Amendment
Characteristics and Examples of a Trump Haiku
Trump Rope
Advertising Campaign for Miss Universe Pageant

III. TRUMP PARDONS OBAMA

Sing Along with Mitch

Saint Paul Stumps for Trump Before
Being Stoned by the Corinthians

Joseph Welch Confronts Trump on His
Dangerous Noise Level

Sir Walter Scott Buys Another Round

Still Life

1
13

15
16

17
18

19
20

21
22

23
24
26

27

29
30

31
35

36
37

6 | FERICANO | THINGS THAT GO TRUMP IN THE NIGHT



IV.TRUMP PARDONS SPEEDY GONZALES
Trumpty Dumpty
The Rules of Play
Humphrey Bogart Tries to Register at
Trump University
Ezra Pound Comes to His Senses on the
New York Subway
The Tragedy of MacTrump

V. TRUMP PARDONS PENCE

Trump Mine

Jared Kushner Gets Drunk in a Karaoke Bar

Trump Impersonates Kennedy and Melania
Buys a Rifle

The Ghost of Hamlet

Trump with the Wind

His Town

VI. TRUMP PARDONS REAGAN

Tea Party

Trump Does Bing

The Adventures of Huckleberry Trump

Organized Trump

Henry Kissinger Corrects Karl Marx

Elizabeth Barrett Browning Is Committed
to an Asylum

39
40
41

42

43
44

45
46
47

48
49
51
52

53
54
55
56

57
58

59

THINGS THAT GO TRUMP IN THE NIGHT | FERICANO | 7



VII. TRUMP PARDONS CHARLES MANSON 61

Trump’s Penis 62
Fred Trump Screws with Harper Lee and Counsels
His Young Son 63
Dalton Trumpo Sticks to the Script 64
Trump Goes After Ethel Merman 65
Trump on the Waterfront 66
VIII. TRUMP PARDONS HIS COLON 67
Trump of Allegiance 68
Dummkopf Von Allegiancestein 69
Durak Iz Allegianceki 70
The Secret Plot to Kill Trump 71
Trump Change 78
Notes 79
Acknowledgements 87
About the Author 89

8 | FERICANO | THINGS THAT GO TRUMP IN THE NIGHT



“nobody, not even the rain, bas such small hands”

— E. E. CUMMINGS






FOREWORD

Many of us are unaware of the long, rich history
of parody, especially its political manifestation via
lampoon, pasquinade, nursery rhyme, and more
recently, Charlie Chaplin’s The Great Dictator.
Parody involves a past, and the U.S. has one, even
if 230 years as a country is nothing compared to
nation-states of the Middle East whose histories
and literatures go back millennia. Sadly, for too
many Americans a word like “millennia” is as
likely to evoke “Melania” as it is to conjure up the
world of I Claudius.

Paul Fericano has his feet planted squarely on
both halves of the divide between tradition and
the present moment. An All-American fan of Joe
DiMaggio and the Chevrolet, he also bears the
scars of a seminary education imposed on him
before he rebelled and fled to the countercultural
hills and found heroes in Paul Krassner, Dorothy
Parker, and the Three Stooges.

Fericano is adept at satire—though that barely
scratches the surface of his accomplishments
and interests—but satire is not parody. Parody
requires a source material and when it works,
leads to a doubleness of enjoyment worthy of
Juicy Fruit gum.
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Never fear. Things That Go Trump in the Night
is a book of savage, fully realized parody, aimed
at one target, a man who loves his own name
more than he loves his country or anything else.
These are poems written mostly in persona,
with time off for unclassifiable behavior. Show
tunes are fair game, as is a speech by a blacklisted
screenwriter during the McCarthy witch hunts,
and the opening paragraph of Mark Twain’s
greatest novel. Walter Scott sneaks into the mix,
as do Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Shakespeare,
Humphrey Bogart, Mother Goose, television
commercials, and Donald Trump’s favorite book
of the Bible, Corinthians, to name only a smattering
of its lines of attack.

We are in a deep, ugly mess right now, and this
book provides welcome relief, big laughs, and
potent ammunition for the battle ahead.

—klipschutz

San Francisco
August 2, 2018
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INVOCATION

SCOTLAND AMENDS
ITS TRADITIONAL PRAYER

Good Lord deliver us

from moochies and huckabees

and long-leggedy spicers

and things that go trump in the night.
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